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INTRODUCTION 
We are so looking forward to kicking off our 6th school year here at All-Star Kids Company!  We 
look forward to growing our relationship with your entire family.  We hope you will take the time 
to read this handbook to familiarize yourself with our policies, which will help make your child’s 
educational experience an enjoyable one.  

 
PHILOSOPHY 
At All-Star Kids Company, we are dedicated to providing a fun, social, and stimulating 
environment with dynamic academic programs.  We provide the opportunity for creative 
self-expression through play, music, and art.  All-Star recognizes that God created each child 
unique and special while also providing a learning environment free of discrimination. 
 
Working closely with parents through a positive, fun, and respectful atmosphere, we strive to 
develop an interest and love of learning at a young age.  The aim of our preschool is to provide 
early learning skills, appropriate social skills, and to let each child explore, play, and be as 
creative as they desire in a safe, loving and Christian environment. 
 
GOALS FOR EVERY CHILD AT ALL-STAR KIDS COMPANY 

● To foster curiosity and instill a lifelong love for learning. 
● To nurture confidence and a positive self-image in each child. 
● To provide an opportunity for creative self-expression through play, music, and art. 
● To nurture the whole child through social and emotional development and problem solving. 
● To teach children to understand and accept responsibility for their own behavior. 
● To recognize the intrinsic and unique value of each child through character development for 

children from all types of families in a Christian background. 
● To offer curriculum areas of creative arts, science, math, literacy, imaginative play, health, and 

gross and fine motor skills while focusing on Kindergarten Readiness. 
● To teach self-care and independence from potty training to tying your shoes. 

 

 
 



ALL-STAR TEAM 
All of our All-Star Staff have training in pediatric First Aid & CPR as well as Love & Logic 
positive discipline.  In addition, our lead teaching staff has professional training in Handwriting 
Without Tears/Get Set for School curriculum development & execution (the same curriculum 
that is a precursor to most Seattle Public Schools). 

 
Ali Schlameus – Director 

Ali is thrilled to be returning for her 4th year on the All-Star Kids Company staff. Mother of two 
girls, Lillian (6) and Violet (4), Ali has served on the board of various childhood development 
programs in the Seattle area including the Ballard Preschool Co-Op, the North Seattle 
Community College Co-Op as the program's Editor and Parent Advisory Council Member.  She 
is trained in various areas of early childhood development including STARS, Neufield Institute 
Coursework, Handwriting Without Tears/Get Set for School curriculum, Positive Discipline, 
Gottman Institute Coursework, Roots of Empathy/Anti-Bullying, Love & Logic, and the Program 
for Early Parenting Support volunteer work.  Ali currently volunteers time through Ballard 
Church’s Pop-Up Produce Program procuring and distributing fresh produce to local homeless 
families across our area. 

Note from the Director:  I am so excited to share my knowledge and experience in early 
childhood development.  My hope is to use my deep rooted energy, passion, and faith to 
provide an unparalleled safe, educational community for young children and families.  My goal is 
to provide a launching point where this time of growth is embraced and cultivated into each 
child becoming a lifelong learner prepared to independently think, problem solve, and navigate 
not only kindergarten, but throughout a life of educational experiences.  My goal is to provide a 
loving and nurturing environment where teachers sincerely love their students and partner with 
families for an intentional education for the whole child, including focus on social, emotional, 
physical, mental, and spiritual growth. 

Mary Claire Lewis is returning as our Big Dippers/Pre-Kindergarten (Pre-K) Lead Teacher for 
her 3rd year teaching at All-Star Kids.  As a Seattle Pacific University graduate, Teacher Mary 
Claire completed the entire core curriculum for Elementary Education.  While completing her 
Elementary Education coursework, Teacher Mary Claire pursued a concentration in arts, which 
provided her with the skill set to bring a creative twist into her lesson plans, reaching students 
on an interactive level.  She has had extensive work experience with children working in 
cross-cultural settings such as Malawi, Jamaica, Mexico and Brazil.  She has a talent for 
cultivating children’s creativity and curiosity for learning, as well as a desire to understand the 
world.  

Michi Kozu is returning as our Little Dippers Teacher.  While at Seattle Pacific University 
Teacher Michi spent her summers working as a camp counselor for elementary aged children. 
 While pursuing a Masters in Teaching she is also the volunteer Youth Coordinator at Ballard 
Church.  Teacher Michi also volunteers as the Team Coordinator for the Christian ministry, 
Young Life, for the 9th year running at Whitman Middle School.  She thrives when surrounded 



by her Little Dippers; her students enjoy the classroom experience she has created that 
encourages creativity while cultivating curiosity. 

Joy Cutler is the teacher of our youngest group of All-Stars, our Twinkles. Teacher Joy is a 
mother to a 7 year old stepson and 1 year old little girl and grew up right in Ballard!  Teacher 
Joy has extensive experience working with children.  In addition to having over 12 years of 
experience in childcare with 11 of those years in a classroom setting, she has also presented at 
a National Association for the Education of Young Children.  Teacher Joy believes that children 
are competent and capable and should be provided with authentic learning experiences. 

Paige Whelan is one of our Big Dippers Teaching Assistants.  Teacher Paige comes to us from 
St. John's Episcopal Church & School in California.  She has worked as an Instructional Aid for 
preschool children for 9 years while also raising her 3 children, now college-aged.  Paige brings 
an experienced, positive energy to each student she touches! 

Emily Cross is one of our Big Dippers Teaching Assistants.  Teacher Emily was a long-time 
substitute teacher for All-Star, All-Star parent and employee of our Playspace program. Teacher 
Emily has years of experience working to design and implement public programs to educate 
children on the environment through leading field trips and hosting events for King County 
students. 

Robin Deligeannis is returning for her 3rd year at All-Star as our beloved Little Dippers 
Teaching Assistant.  Robin is a mother of an All-Star grad, now first grader at Whittier 
Elementary. Robin has developed a deep connection with these special three and four year olds 
during this pivotal point in their growth.  She has a genuine love and heart for children and feels 
blessed to work with your children! 

Jen John is our treasured returning Twinkles Teaching Assistant.  Jen graduated from Seattle 
Pacific University with a Bachelor of Arts in Individual & Family Development with a Health & 
Fitness emphasis. After graduation, Jen worked for Girls on the Run; a nonprofit that empowers 
elementary-aged girls through movement. She loves to encourage kids to pursue their curiosity 
and engage in their creativity.  
 
SCHOOL CLOSURES 
If the Seattle Public Schools are closed due to weather conditions, All-Star Kids Company will 
also be closed.  All-Star will be closed due to “delayed start” days that are administered for 
Seattle Public Schools.  Information about weather delays will be available on our school 
Facebook Page, or you can call the preschool for additional information or questions.  
 
AN ALL-STAR DAY 
The schedule will vary from class to class, depending on different activities introduced that day 
and the individual needs in each specific class, but can include the following: 
 



Circle Time:  An opportunity for children to experience being part of a community, saying hello 
and sharing.  Circle time offers creative movement, music, games, and stories. 

Group Learning:  Structured activity planned by the teacher using thematic curriculum.  Group 
activities vary from hands-on lessons, science experiments, and art. 

Center Time:  Children learn through play.  During this time the students will learn through 
sensory activities, dramatic play, and creative expression. 

Lunch Time:  Children bring their own lunch.  Time is set aside for students to eat and socialize 
while learning manners and self-care. 

Inside Gross Motor Play:  Children play in Ballard Playspace each day.  Daily time is devoted to 
utilizing trikes, sliding, climbing, playing games on our indoor turf, and building obstacle courses 
in our state of the art gym.  Children also enjoy our outdoor space as we play, explore, and 
enjoy nature. 

Outside Play:  All-Star Kids enjoy our outdoor space daily.  This space features plenty of space 
for outdoor learning, movement, free play and organized games.  Our outdoor space boasts a 
large custom boat-shaped sandbox, natural balance logs & stumps, sensory table, play house, 
sports equipment, and more! 

PICK-UP/DROP-OFF PROCEDURES 
 
Drop-Off:  
The doors of All-Star Kids Company open from 8:55am – 9:10am, at which time caregivers are 
invited to walk their child down, electronically sign their child in, and hand their preschooler off to 
the All-Star staff.  If you child arrives later than 9:10, you will need to call All-Star (206.784.6111 
ext.3) for entrance into the building.  Late arrivals are strongly discouraged as they cause undue 
stress for the child as adequate transition time is compromised as well as staff resources. 
 
Pick-Up: 

● Pick-Up location for our preschoolers vary by class. 
● Children under the age of 36 months will be picked up at noon, all older preschoolers 

may be picked up at 1:00pm.  
● Unfortunately we are not able to accommodate pick-up times outside of the 12:00pm or 

1:00pm times due to staff resources and unnecessary disruption and stress this causes 
for all remaining students.  

● Late Pickup Fees: If a child is picked up after the time his/her program is scheduled to 
end, the late pickup fee is $15 for the first 5-15 minutes and $1.00 per minute for every 
minute thereafter.  

 
TOILET TRAINING 
All-Star Kids Company policy is that all children in our Pre-K and Little Dippers class are toilet 
trained (in undies) before they begin our program.  However, we will at all times positively 
support a child who has the odd accident.  If a child has an accident, we will use an extra set of 



clothes and notify the guardian.  All classes have bathroom breaks scheduled into our daily 
routine to support the children.  
 
If your child is in the Twinkles Program and is not fully potty trained, we will support the methods 
you are using at home and reinforce them at school.  
 
2016/17 School Year:  We will be partnering more closely with your family to develop an 
integrated plan to encourage toilet training as part of our curriculum.  We will have the 
necessary time, staff, and materials on hand devoted to this program.  As part of this program 
all students that are not independent in the bathroom will pay an additional fee to pay for 
resources necessary to support toilet training in the preschool environment:  

- $20/month:  Attending 2 days/week 
- $30/month:  Attending 3 days/week 
- $40/month:  Attending 4 days/week 
- $50/month:  Attending 5 days/week 

*fees and program structure subject to change in 2017/18 
 
ILLNESSES 
As a general rule, children who are tired or not feeling well should be kept home. Please 
see below for a few specific examples: 

● Cold:  Keep your child home for 48 hours following the first signs of a new cold (when a 
cough is “productive”, stuff coming out, or can’t be controlled) or when your child has an 
excessive runny nose, especially green mucus. 

● Fever:  Keep your child home for 24 hours following the last signs (from the time the 
fever breaks) of a fever of 100 degrees or more. 

● Rash:  Keep your child home for 24 hours following the last signs of an infectious rash, 
specifically any open sores from an infectious rash. 

● Conjunctivitis (Pink Eye):  Keep your child home for 24 hours following the start of 
antibiotics. 

● Strep Throat:  Keep your child home for 24 hours following the start of antibiotics. 
● Vomiting/Diarrhea:  Keep your child home for at least 24 hours following any signs of 

vomiting or diarrhea. 

If a child becomes ill at school, or arrives at our school showing signs of illness he or she will be 
removed from the classroom and a parent will be called.  In the event that a parent or other 
emergency contact cannot be reached and medical attention is necessary, the child may be 
taken to the doctor listed on his or her registration form.  Any expenses incurred will be the 
responsibility of the child's family. 
 
If your child is taking any medication (prescription or over the counter) please let us know.  In 
general, we do not administer any medications at school, except an epi-pen as prescribed by a 
doctor. 
 
Prevention of Illness 
Hand washing is the very best way to prevent the spread of germs, and it is part of the routine 
throughout the day in every class. We particularly encourage hand washing at the beginning of 
class, after coming in from outside/any play spaces, after using the restroom, and before eating 



snack and lunch. Adults as well as children are expected to do this.  Please partner with us to 
encourage your children to wash completely for a proper cleaning time. 
 
We are teaching the children to cough and sneeze into the crux of their arm (we tell them, 
“where your arm bends”).  All of the classroom materials are meant to be touched and therefore 
can easily be contaminated with the hands.  Please encourage your child to cover their coughs 
and sneezes with their arm. 
 
If you have any doubts about whether or not your child should come to school, it is good idea to 
keep your child home.  If you must, please call and we will discuss your child’s symptoms.  

(this information developed by a pediatrician at Seattle Children’s Hospital) 

Cleaning Schedule 
In addition to regular hand washing, our staff maintain a clean and healthy environment with a 
rotating cleaning schedule. The cleaning schedule includes bathrooms, classrooms, and 
common areas. Beyond a regular cleaning schedule each classroom has a deep cleaning 
schedule to ensure every inch of the classroom, all of it’s surfaces, and toys are thoroughly 
sanitized. 

NOTIFICATION OF ABSENCE 
If your child becomes ill or will be absent for any reason, please contact All-Star Kids Company 
and let us know as soon as possible.  Please email/text your child’s teacher directly and email 
info@allstarkidscompany.com or call 206-784-6111 ext.3.  

 
DRESS CODE 
Shoes:  As part of our goal to teach self-care for your child, we will work to teach your child to 
get his/her shoes on and off.  Therefore, we highly suggest slip-on shoes (Velcro is okay) for 
increased self-help practice as well as help for our teachers.  Rain boots are a must for rainy 
days! 
 
Clothing:  Please remember that your children are here to have fun and will be learning through 
play!  Some activities are messy and we do not want the children to worry about their clothing, 
as they experiment with new and exciting activities.  Short sleeves or sleeves that roll up easily 
are encouraged.  We do wear smocks during messy art activities but cannot guarantee clothing 
will not have a little “art” on them at the end of the day. 
 
Our children will go outside almost daily, so appropriate outdoor shoes and clothing worn to 
school daily is a must; rain, snow or shine! 
 
SNACKS 
Families will provide a shared snack on a rotating basis for their child’s classroom.  Teachers 
will coordinate this schedule and inform families of allergies and headcount for this snack. 
Having your preschooler involved in menu planning and prepping is a core skill for their 
development in self-care and something preschoolers are proud to share with their peers.  Our 
All-Star Kids are responsible for setting up, serving, and helping clean-up snack.  This will aid in 
your child’s sense of responsibility, ownership and a valued member of their class team.  We will 
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also practice manners during snack time.  Snack ideas vary wildly, so do what your family is 
comfortable with.  A small snack could consist of a few crackers and fruit, or a homemade 
muffin, etc. 
 
 
 
LUNCH 
Every child is responsible for bringing a lunch from home.  All-Star does not provide a place to 
keep things cold or the ability to warm food.  Food will not be shared or ‘traded’.  Please 
remember to honor our “nut-free zone” in classrooms where nut allergies are present 
(Little Dippers & Twinkles classrooms in 2016/17 school year). 
 
GUIDANCE AND DISCIPLINE POLICIES 
The purpose of guidance and discipline in this center is to provide a safe and healthy learning 
environment in which each child can feel secure.  Each child will be encouraged and supported 
to develop positive relationships with peers and teachers.  Parents will be notified of any 
concerning behavior not manageable through our Love & Logic, positive discipline, strategies 
the staff have been formally trained on.  Persistent and inappropriate behavior may lead to 
probation or suspension. 
 
CHILD ABUSE POLICY 
Parents, please note: 

- We are required by law to report suspected or disclosed abuse. 
- Failure to report abuse can result in prosecution. 
- We are NOT permitted to contact the parent, unless specifically directed to do so by the 

Department of Social Services. 
- Reporting procedures are designed to protect the child. 
- Our responsibility is to report suspicious/disclosures, NOT determine if abuse has 

occurred. 
- It is the responsibility of the Department of Social Services to investigate and decide if 

the child is in need of protection.  
- Our concern is the safety and well being of the child. 

 
BIRTHDAYS 
Your child’s birthday is a special day that we will celebrate at All-Star Kids Company.  You may 
send any treat you wish that day such as cupcakes or popsicles, etc.  Please be mindful of 
allergies in your child’s classroom which can be communicated by your child’s teacher.  Please 
inform the director and teacher 48 hours before the special day so arrangements can be made. 

 
HOLIDAYS 
We will celebrate most holidays – Halloween, Thanksgiving, Christmas, Valentine’s Day, and 
Easter with a special party and activities. We plan to help the kids understand the historical, and 
sometimes religious, meaning behind these holidays as well as to respect others beliefs. 
 
FIELD TRIPS & CLASS SPEAKERS 
Depending on the class your child is a part of, your child may experience a field trip or two this 
year.  Your child’s teacher will let you know in advance when and where the class is going and 
written consent is required for your child to participate.  Parent volunteers are welcome and 



encouraged to make these special events possible.  More information will be sent out in a 
parent letter prior to each field trip.  

 
COMMUNICATION 
Effective communication is vital to the relationship between school and home and is the 
difference between a quality education and just a school.  Please feel free to contact us at any 
time if you have a question, comment or concern.  Nothing is too small and we look forward to 
working together with you to ensure a positive experience for your child.  You can contact us at 
by email: info@allstarkidscompany.com or phone: 206-784-6111 ext. 3 or we can schedule a 
face-to-face meeting.  You can also leave a note in the tuition box or mail a correspondence. 
Our staff hours are 8:45am-2:15pm, Monday through Friday.  Emails and phone calls will be 
returned within 48 business hours in most cases. 
 
CALENDAR 
All-Star follows the Seattle Public School Calendar.  All-Star does not have early dismissal on 
days that Seattle Public Schools do.  Specific details will be provided each month, here are the 
important dates: 
 
September 6:  Back-to-School night 
September 7 & 8:  Home Visits 
September 12: First Day of School for Students 
October 14:  Teacher Professional Development Day <No School> 
November 11: Veterans Day <No School for Students> 
November 21 - 23:  Fall Parent-Teacher Conferences <No School> 
November 24 & 25: Thanksgiving Vacation <No School> 
December 19 - 30:  Christmas Vacation <No School> 
January 2:  New Year’s Day Observed <No School> 
January 16:  Martin Luther King Jr. Day <No School> 
February 1:  Day Between Semesters / Teacher Professional Development Day <No School> 
February 20:  President’s Day <No School> 
February 20 - 24:  Mid-Winter Break <No School> 
April 10 - 14:  Spring Break <No School> 
May 11:  Muffins with Moms 
May 29:  Memorial Day <No School> 
June 1 & 2:  Spring Parent-Teacher Conferences <No School on June 2nd>  
June 16:  Dads with Donuts  
June 21:  Last Day of School/Moving Up & Moving On Ceremony  
 
 
PROGRAMS 
- We serve children ages 30 months to kindergarten. 
- Children <36 months attend from 9am-noon.   
- Children 36 months+ attend from 9am-1pm. 

*Program structure will change in 2017/18.  Enrollment for 2017/18 to launch January 2017. 

FEES & PAYMENTS 



 
REGISTRATION FEE: Non-Refundable registration fee to be added to waitlist/enrollment 
$75/year. 
 
SUPPLIES FEE:  In lieu of collecting school supplies and fees for special programs such as 
field trips there will be an annual supply fee collected before the child’s first day at All-Star.  This 
amount is the same regardless of when the student joins school (in September or mid-year) and 
is as follows: 
 

- $40 annual fee:  Attending 2 days/week 
- $55 annual fee:  Attending 3 days/week 
- $60 annual fee:  Attending 4 days/week 
- $65 annual fee:  Attending 5 days/week 
- +$25 for students in our Pre-K/Big Dippers Class for pre-K child-specific supplies 

 
TOILET TRAINING:  All students that are not independent in the bathroom will wear disposable 
training pants and be part of our toilet training program.  As part of this program all students that 
are not independent in the bathroom will pay an additional fee to pay for resources necessary 
to support toilet training in the preschool environment: 
 

- $20/month:  Attending 2 days/week 
- $30/month:  Attending 3 days/week 
- $40/month:  Attending 4 days/week 
- $50/month:  Attending 5 days/week 

 
TUITION: 
2016/17 School Year 
$295/month:  Attending 2 days/week* 
$425/month:  Attending 3 days/week 
$535/month:  Attending 4 days/week 
$640/month:  Attending 5 days/week 

*Limited to children in our preschool program (children 2 to 3 years from starting kindergarten)   

**Rates subject to change in the 2017/18 school year. 

TYPES OF PAYMENT 

● Pay by Check:  You are welcome to set up automatic check payment through your bank, 
manually mail a check, or utilize the drop box outside of our building or inside our preschool 
in the lobby.  Please make checks payable to “All-Star Kids Company”. 

● Venmo – an application you can access on your computer or smartphone.  Find us at 
info@allstarkidscompany.com 

● PayPal – Online payment accessible on our website.  Checking account and all major credit 
cards accepted.  Pre-Payment for annual tuition is not accepted via PayPal. 
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Payment is due on the 1st of the month.  If payment is received after the 7th, there will be a 
$35 late charge which will reflect on your next billing statement.  If no payment is made, it could 
result in the termination of your child’s attendance to All-Star Kids Company.  There will be a 
$30 fee for all returned checks. 
 
Changes to your child’s class schedule are processed on a month-to-month basis and is based 
on availability.  We require a 30-day written notice of changes to your schedule. 
 
DISCOUNTS:  

- Sibling: If you have more than one child enrolled in All-Star, you are eligible for our 
Sibling Discount.  This is a 10% reduction off of the all additional children enrolled 
besides the oldest enrolled child.  This discount applies to tuition only.  Please contact 
the director for more information on your specific tuition & fees. 

- Prepayment:  If the full school year is paid on your child’s start date you can receive a 
5% discount if payment is made via Venmo or by check. 

 
REFUNDS:  There will be no refund on monthly fees or any portion thereof, regardless of 
sickness, school holidays or family vacations.  Swapping days is not permitted to “make-up” 
absent days. 
 
PAYMENTS DUE PRIOR TO START DATE: 

- Registration Fee 
- First and last month’s tuition 
- Toilet Training Fee for 1st month (if applicable) 
- Supplies Fee(s) 

 






